
SOGDIANE’S VISION 
 

 
 
SOGDIANE is an advocacy think-tank associated with the CAPE (Center for the Analysis 
of Foreign Policy) and focused on the Eurasian space. We broadly define this 
geographical area as both the “post-Soviet space” (Russia, European shared 
neighborhood, South Caucasus, and Central Asia) as well as its strategic periphery 
(China, Iran, Afghanistan, etc.).  
 
As the Chinese “New Silk Roads” and the Russian-led Eurasian Economic Union are taking 
shape in the Eurasian region, the ambit of Sogdiane is to become a platform for ideas 
and exchanges on the challenges of this strategic space for European interests.  
In this, the stability and the prosperity of Eurasia should be amongst the priorities of the 
European Union. Throughout the XXIst century, this could allow for closer association 
between Europe and Eurasia: this statement is a paramount tenet for the advocates of a 
“European power”.  
 
With Sogdiane, we want to move the debate away from conceptual issues stemming from 
the very definition of the “Eurasian space”. Sogdiane sends back to a historically-situated 
territory located within the former Achaemenid Empire and then to the Greco-Bactrian 
kingdom, which are both closely intertwined with Central Asia. The latter is indeed not 
only linked with Russia but also with the Persian civilization and the historic Silk Roads.  
 
Understanding “Eurasia” today means taking into close consideration diverse regional 
and international influences. New forces, inherited from the demise of the Soviet Union, 
are giving rise to increasingly differentiated paths in the South Caucasus, Central Asia, 
and in Russia. 
 
Our action is therefore geared towards a pro-European geopolitical advocacy, while 
promoting a neutral and impartial approach to our fields of study.  
Sogdiane strives at making analyses and audits based on a comprehensive knowledge of 
internal country issues, whether economic or political, as well as of cross-domain and 
transversal challenges in the region. Our work is further strengthened by numerous 
study missions in the field and a constant link with evolutions on the ground. 
 
Sogdiane is above all an operational, action-oriented, and pragmatic structure in 
line with the reality of the countries we study and the problematic we address. Our 
mission aims at fostering concrete actions and decision-making so often lacking in 
European diplomacy.  
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